Materials for Presbyterian Women
in the Congregation, Presbytery and Synod

2018 commemorates PW’s 30th anniversary after reunion. To celebrate, let us
continue to “work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.”
Please give generously to support our shared PW ministry.



PW’s Mission Pledge: And We Will

o you know of the PW heritage placemats? When these generously-sized placemats

(made available for PW'’s 2009 Churchwide Gathering) are placed side-by-side, they
showcase Presbyterian women’s heritage from 1640 through 2009. To put it mildly, there's a lot
to highlight. For example, the first panel notes that, in 1815,“The General Assembly asked the
women to provide scholarships for needy students at Princeton Seminary, and they did.”

“And they did” How amazing; even though circumstances in the larger world and church
wouldn't always allow women of faith full access or say-so, they found a way. The timeline hints
at some of their extraordinary work. For example, in 1805, Sarah Farquhar Loveless “became the
first American Presbyterian woman to participate [in mission] when she went to India with her
British missionary husband. In 1816 she established a school for girls.”

In 1883, Lucy Craft Laney “established a school for African American children in Augusta,
Georgia.” In 1894, “Maria Fearing established the Pantops School for Girls in the Congo.” And
although the journey to full participation in the leadership of the church (as deacons, elders,
ministers of Word and Sacrament, and commissioners to the General Assembly) was difficult
and lengthy, Presbyterian women resolutely trod forward, step by sometimes-painful step.

It’s also noteworthy that many ministries established by Presbyterian women are now
mainstays in the wider church. These include the Presbyterian Hunger Program (and Cents-
ability), the Presbyterian Peacemaking Program and the Mission Yearbook for Prayer & Study.

We do not stand (or work) alone. As Presbyterian Women at work today, let’s consider
that we are in an intergenerational conversation, if you will, with one another and with those
who have “run with perseverance the race” (Heb. 12:1b) before us and after us.

This link—to one another, today, yesterday and next year—can be perhaps best appreciated
through PW’s two major grant programs, the Thank and Birthday Offerings. Since 1988, the
Thank Offering has granted more than $25 million and the Birthday Offering, more than $20
million, expanding mission around the world.

The ministry of Presbyterian Women endures and continues to find ways to support the
denomination and, in turn, the world. Consider PW’s commitment to building “an inclusive,
caring community of women” (per the PW Purpose), lived out by offering the first antiracism
trainings in the PC(USA). Antiracism training is now being implemented by the whole church.

A strong Presbyterian Women begins with each Presbyterian woman. Whether one resides
in Cedar Rapids or Columbus, Sarasota or Seattle, Rocky Mount or Mount Vernon, Bentonville
or Boise, each one of us is called to contribute to PW’s ministry.

Your gift to the Mission Pledge, PW’s annual fund, makes Presbyterian Women possible.
The reason is simple and profound: PW and the church depend on a healthy, purposeful
Presbyterian Women. Your gift ensures that PW—a living, vibrant, prophetic organization—
will continue to serve women well into the future. Let us honor our foremothers in faith and care
for our great-great-granddaughters by supporting and maintaining Presbyterian Women. Let us

say “And we will!”

Thank you to Magdalena Garcia and Jieun Han for donating their time and talent in translating
the moderator’s letter (page 1) into Spanish and Korean, respectively.



A Letter from Your
2015-2018 PW Churchwide Moderator

Dear Sisters in Christ,
Perhaps you are a farmer, a botanist, a gardener or spent youthful summers on your grandmother’s farm. If so, you no doubt
have stories about the miraculous transformation of barrenness into growth. Planting that one suitable seed at just the right
time in prepared soil is the first step to ensuring that your vision—in this case, an acre of wheat or soybeans or corn—comes to
pass. Without a plan and careful tending, a field would yield a hodgepodge of whatever plant took root, weed and edible alike.
As Presbyterian Women—farmers, gardeners and houseplant hobbyists—we intuitively understand the importance
of careful, consistent planning, planting, tending and reaping in every ministry and project we are called to do. That, of course,
includes our PW ministry! In 2018, we celebrate 30 years together as Presbyterian Women. Let us look toward harvest time
with full hearts and busy hands as we work (and play) together in support of our PW ministry, now and into the future. Our
careful, thoughtful, tireless and prayerful tending of our PW ministry will yield a world envisioned in our PW Purpose.
I ask that you prayerfully reflect on the importance of Presbyterian Women—in your life and in the world. Please give,
participate and invite others to do the same. Your support of Presbyterian Women matters. Your gifts to the Mission Pledge,
PW’s annual fund, ensure that PW will continue to “work for the good of all” for another 30 years.
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Queridas Hermanas en Cristo,

Quizas usted sea agricultora, boténica u horticultora, o pas6 los veranos de su juventud en la finca de su abuela. De ser asi, usted sin

duda tiene historias sobre la milagrosa transformacién de la aridez en crecimiento. Plantar la semilla adecuada en el momento justo y en
un terreno preparado es el primer paso para asegurarse de que su vision—en este caso, un acre de trigo, soya o maiz—pueda lograrse. Sin
un plan y cuidado esmerado un campo produciria una mezcolanza de cualquier planta que se arraigue, con maleza y comestibles por igual.

Como Mujeres Presbiterianas—agricultoras, horticultoras y aficionadas a las plantas domésticas por igual—nosotras
intuitivamente entendemos la importancia de planear, plantar, cuidar y cosechar cuidadosa y consistentemente cada ministerio y
proyecto que estamos llamadas a realizar. jEso incluye, desde luego, nuestro ministerio con MP! En el 2018 celebramos 30 afios
juntas como Mujeres Presbiterianas. Volvamos la mirada hacia la cosecha con corazones rebosantes y manos ocupadas al trabajar
(v jugar) juntas para apoyar nuestro ministerio con MP, ahora y en el futuro. Nuestro cuidado esmerado, intencional, infatigable
y devoto del ministerio de MP producird un mundo como el que se vislumbra en el Propésito de MP.

Les pido que reflexionen en oracidn sobre la importancia de Mujeres Presbiterianas—en sus vidas y en el mundo. Por favor, donen,
participen e inviten a otras personas a hacer lo mismo. Su apoyo a Mujeres Presbiterianas es importante. Sus donativos a la Promesa
de Misién, que es el fondo anual de MP, garantizan que MP continuar4 “haciendo el bien a todos y todas” por otros 30 afios.

Solicito que en oracién reflexionen sobre la importancia de Mujeres Presbiterianas—en su vida y en el mundo. Por favor,
aporten, participen adecuadamente e inviten a otras a hacer lo mismo. Respalden los ministerios de MP. Sus donativos a La
Promesa de Misién aseguraran la continuidad del vibrante testimonio y los ministerios de Mujeres Presbiterianas.

Carol Winkler 1



Global Exchange

PW of San José, children’s literacy

Fellowship of the Least Coin

USA Mission Experience

So let us not grow weary . . .

What Does the Mission Pledge Do?

he Mission Pledge, PW’s annual fund, supports every mission and ministry of
PW at every level of the PC(USA)—no exceptions. Here are examples of what

was made possible in 2016 and 2017 because of your generosity:

+

PW groups at all levels—congregation, presbytery, synod and churchwide—through
programming, publishing and related staff support

Participation in events that develop and enhance PW leadership, including presbytery

and synod events

Continued mission partnerships with our sisters living in regions previously visited
by the USA Mission Experience and Global Exchange locations, and nurture of new
partnerships brought about by these programs in San Franciscos Bay Area and Indonesia

Involvement in mission projects, like Knitting4Peace, which directs the prayers and
handmade items of people who are knitting, crocheting, weaving or quilting to areas
of the world in need of prayers and where the dolls, hats, blankets and many other
items will brighten lives

Peace and justice initiatives and advocacy efforts, such as promoting children’ literacy
in connection with the PC(USA)’s Educate a Child initiative

Solidarity through ecumenical movements, including World Day of Prayer, Fellowship
of the Least Coin and Church Women United

Presence at General Assembly, Big Tent and other PC(USA) churchwide events

Regular meetings of an intentionally diverse and representative Churchwide Coordinating
Team/board. This group—with representatives from each synod and the major racial
ethnic groups in the church, as well as new immigrant women and young women—

collectively discerns the goals and work of the organization.

The award-winning publishing ministry of PW, including partial support for
Horizons magazine (both print and digital formats), the PW/Horizons Bible
study and other materials

Continued management of PW, an effective national nonprofit with wotldwide mission
and ministry reach. Your gifts allow payment for necessary common operating expenses

such as rent, utilities, insurance, staffing and office supplies.

PW support of PC(USA) mission and partnerships

Want to learn more?

Visit Presbyterian Women’s website, www.presbyterianwomen.org
and find PW on Facebook (Presbyterian Women in the PC(USA))
and Twitter (@PWPCUSA).



in doing what is right . . .

Where Do Our Mission Pledge Dollars Go?

his is the most common question about the Mission Pledge. And the

Mission Pledge

is, th PW’ | fund, the Mission Pl
answer is, that as PW’s annual fund, the Mission Pledge supports Annual Fund Revenue*

every PW mission and ministry.

Mission Pledge gifts help fund the creation and nurturing of mission 2010 $1,766,569
partnerships; justice and peace advocacy and other actions; engagement in 2011 $1,665,194
ecumenical movements; new directions in leadership enhancement and training;
the production of Bible studies to nurture your faith, and magazines to broaden 2012 $1,488,516
your awareness; support of your PC(USA) denomination; and much more. Your 2013 $1,385,351
Mission Pledge gift also supports common operating expenses for PW—from rent 2014 $1,475,895
and St;:'lff'to insurance and the C'hurchw1’de (?oordmatmg Team/board. Giving to 2015 $1,197,465
the Mission Pledge means carrying PW’s witness and care around the world.

2016 $1,013,151

*By calendar year

N

/

tExpenditures for calendar year 2016,
rounded to nearest whole number



In Celebration
envelopes
now available

During times of the
celebration of life,
make available
In Celebration
envelopes. These
envelopes—available
in packs of 10—
provide an easy and
thoughtful way for
loved ones to direct
their gifts to PW in
honor or memory
of a beloved
Presbyterian woman.
PWR17202, free.

Order from
Presbyterian
Distribution Service
by calling toll-free
800/524-2612
or visiting

WWWw.pcusa.org/store.

for we will reap at harvest time . . . .

About This Packet and the Mission Pledge

What'’s included in this packet?

There are several pieces enclosed to help you
promote and receive gifts toward the Mission
Pledge, PW’s annual fund:

v Introductory letter from Carol Winkler,
2015-2018 moderator of PW'’s Churchwide
Coordinating Team

v Mission Pledge interpretive materials

v Pledge forms for PW in the Congregation
and PW in the Presbytery

v Pledge card template

Please use this packet and enclosed materials in
the fall of 2017 for financial commitments to the
2018 PW Mission Pledge. Feel free to photocopy
any of the materials, or download them from
www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge.

Who receives Mission Pledge packets?

Every PC(USA) congregation receives a 2018
Mission Pledge packet (addressed to “PW/Women’s
Group”), as do members of the Churchwide
Coordinating Team, Celebration Giving
representatives, and moderators, co-moderators

and treasurers of Presbyterian Women in the

Synod and Presbytery.

If you know of someone who should have received
a packet and did not, you can request one by
calling Presbyterian Distribution Service (PDS)

at 800/524-2612 and asking for item PWR17011,
or download the packet from www.presbyteri
anwomen.org/missionpledge. Please also contact
Patricia Longfellow, patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org
or 844/797-2872, ext. 8015, to ensure that the
PW database contains that person’s contact

information.

Who should promote giving
to the PW Mission Pledge?

Everyone should promote giving to PW! With that
said, in many cases a designated leader organizes
and promotes PW giving. PW in the Congregations
(PWC) use a variety of campaign models—in some,
the PWC moderator is responsible for the Mission
Pledge; in others, the PWC treasurer or a circle
member takes the lead role. Some congregations
also have a Celebration Giving representative
(CGR) who promotes the Mission Pledge and all
parts of the PW Celebration Giving program. PW
encourages groups, congregations, presbyteries and
synods to use the model that works for them.

Leaders in PW in the Presbytery and Synod (PWP
and PWS), please work within your coordinating
teams (CT) to help PWC and PWP leaders and
contacts complete the appropriate pledge form

(see pages 7—8). And if you know of Presbyterian
Women who do not currently have a circle, please
encourage them to give as individuals and to remain
active in the presbytery and synod.

Why should | encourage giving
to the PW Mission Pledge?

The simple answer: because nearly every mission and
ministry program of PW is supported (in full or in
part) through gifts to the Mission Pledge, PW’s
annual fund. Leadership enhancement and training,
mission partnerships, publishing efforts, justice and
peace advocacy and much more are all possible
because of the Mission Pledge. Mission Pledge gifts
also support your denomination, PC(USA) world
mission, and PW’s common operating expenses, such
as rent, utilities and information technology support.
You can find more detailed examples and statistics on
how your Mission Pledge dollars are put to work on

pages 2 and 3 of this packet.

This packet includes material for PW at the congregation, presbytery and synod levels. Individuals

who are so moved can give to PW at any time, within and outside the circle, by giving online,

mailing a check, and planning an estate gift or bequest. For more information, visit

www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge, or contact Rhonda Martin,
rhonda.martin@pcusa.org, or 844/797-2872, ext. 5596.



So then, whenever we have an opportunity . . .

Encouraging Support of the Mission Pledge

ommitments to Presbyterian Women's Mission Pledge,

PW'’s annual fund, traditionally are made through PW in
the Congregation during a fall PW circle meeting, gathering or
event, and/or a fall worship service; pledges are honored and gifts
are received throughout the following year. For this campaign,
pledges are made in 2017 and gifts are received in 2018.

Leaders’ roles

All PW leaders have important roles in promoting giving to
the Mission Pledge, PW'’s annual fund. Not all groups have
the same leadership positions or giving patterns. Carry out
the Mission Pledge campaign in a way that works for your
congregation, presbytery and synod.

CAMPAIGN TIMELINE AND CHECKLISTS
Early Fall 2017

PW in the Synod (PWS) moderator
v Offer support to PW leaders responsible for pledges/gifts.

PW in the Presbytery (PWP) moderator

v Write a personal letter (to share with each congregation
in the presbytery) that includes

+ a story about what the Mission Pledge means
to you and to PW in the Congregations in your
presbytery and

+ an invitation to prayerfully consider personal

pledges/gifts to the Mission Pledge.
v Offer support to PW leaders responsible for pledges/gifts.

Fall 2017
PW in the Congregation (PWC) or circle leader
v Receive or request
+ a Mission Pledge packet
+ a pledge card template (see inside back cover)
+ the pledge form for PW in the Congregation (page 7)

> These three items also are available at
www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge.

+ PWP moderator cover letter

v Choose and share your PW Mission Pledge impact story,
noting that the Mission Pledge supports every PW
mission and ministry program (including common

operations) and the PC(USA).
> See pages 23 for statistics and examples.
v At a preselected worship service, congregation or PW event,

+ give each person an envelope with a pledge card inside
(#10 envelopes work well);

+ ask each person to write her/his name on the outside of
the envelope, prayerfully decide how much to give to the
PW Mission Pledge in 2018, write the pledge amount
on the card and return it in the envelope provided; and

+ receive all completed pledge cards.
v Add pledge amounts and report the total on the Mission
Pledge form for PW in the Congregation (page 7).

v Send the completed form to the Presbyterian Women in
the Presbytery (PWP) moderator or Celebration Giving
representative by November 15,2017.

Celebration Giving representatives or PW
in the Presbytery leaders

v Ensure that all PW in the Congregation groups have
made pledges.

v Record the pledge total on the form for PW in the
Presbytery (see page 8) and attach a list of the PWCs
that are pledging.

v Keep the original and send copies by December 1, 2017,
to the

+ treasurer of PW in the Presbytery,
+ moderator of PW in the Synod, and

+ PW Business Office, 100 Witherspoon St., Louisville,
KY 40202-1396.

v Write a personal thank-you letter to each PW in the
Congregation that pledges support for the 2018 PW
Mission Pledge.

The Mission Pledge makes possible amazing things at the local level—mission, ministry, advocacy,

community-building and leadership development, to name a few. Won’t you share your stories

about what the annual fund seeds in your congregation or presbytery? Email your story to

sharon.gillies@pcusa.org so it can be shared more widely.



let us work for the good of all . . . .

Receiving the Mission Pledge

2018
PWC member(s) responsible for pledges/gifts

v Distribute envelopes once a month, or according to the
congregation’s giving pattern, at circle meetings or selected

events, or give each person 12 envelopes in January for use
throughout 2018.
+ Consider ordering more of the small

envelopes for group giving (see image, top right).

v Ask circle/congregation members to give toward their
pledge amount for the year.

v Record the amount given each month on each person’s
pledge card.

v Give the money received at each meeting, worship service
or event to the PWC treasurer or person responsible for
pledges/gifts.

v Send quarterly gifts from the congregation® with all other

quarterly gifts to the PWP treasurer by March 10, June 10,
September 10 and December 10, 2018.

+ Remittance forms are available at
www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge.

+ Treasurers also receive these forms from Rhonda Martin,

PW Business Office, 844/797-2872, ext. 5596, or

rhonda.martin@pcusa.org.

Resources

MISSION PLEDGE CARDS

Mission Pledge cards are an easy way for PW in the
Congregations to make and keep track of pledges. Instructions
for receiving the Mission Pledge using pledge cards are on
page 5 (under “Fall 2017, PWC or circle leader”), and the
pledge card template is on the inside back cover or
www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge.

MISSION PLEDGE GIVING ENVELOPES

PW in the Congregation groups may find it helpful to use
preprinted envelopes to receive Mission Pledge gifts. For
your convenience, we've provided an image of two different

Envelope for giving through the
PW in the Congregation

Circle and/or congregation members can use the small, group
giving envelope to honor gifts toward their group’s pledge. See
this page (under “2018, PWC member(s) responsible for pledges/
gifts”) for instructions on using group giving envelopes. Group
giving envelopes can be ordered from PDS by calling 800/524-
2612; ask for item PWR10103; $1/pack of 50, plus shipping.

Envelope for giving outside
the PW group

The large individual giving envelope

is ideal for individuals who
+ do not participate in a PW circle,
+ attend a church without an active PW group,
+ would like a tax receipt for their gift,
+ want to give via credit card, or

+ wish to make an additional gift over

and above their group pledge.

Please make these individual giving envelopes available at
congregation, presbytery and synod meetings and gatherings,

as well as at special events as appropriate. The envelopes can also
be found in the PW/Horizons Bible study and in each issue of
Horizons magazine. Order individual giving envelopes in packs of

10 from PDS by calling 800/524-2612; item PWR16456; free.

Gifts made by credit card can be made online at
www.presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge. Individuals
can give to the Mission Pledge at any time by sending
a check made payable to Presbyterian Women, with
“Mission Pledge” and the name of their presbytery
in the memo line, to

Presbyterian Women Remittance Processing
PO Box 643652
Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3652

envelopes: the smaller one can be used to receive gifts withina PW  Please note that presbyteries and synods will be credited for

group, the larger envelope can be used for individual gifts made
outside of a group, over and above circle gifts, or by credit card.

all individual gifts.

*Tax receipts are available for PWC or PWP group gifts only. Individuals who would like tax receipts for their gifts should follow
the instructions on this page under “Giving outside the PW group.” Contact Patricia Longfellow, 844/797-2872, ext. 8015, or

patricia.longfellow@pcusa.org, for more information.



Presbyterian Women’s Mission Pledge (PW’s Annual Fund)

PW in the Congregation Pledge Form
January 1, 2018—December 31, 2018

As Presbyterian Women, we make the following pledge to support the mission of Presbyterian Women in the

Presbytery, Presbyterian Women in the Synod and Presbyterian Women at the churchwide level, as well as the

mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Amount of Mission Pledge, PW’s Annual Fund

Please indicate below the amount pledged to PW at each level.

+ To support the mission of Presbyterian Women churchwide
+ To support the mission of Presbyterian Women in the Synod

+ To support the mission of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery

Total Mission Pledge from PW in the Congregation

Name of Congregation

Signature of the moderator of Presbyterian Women in the Congregation

Address
City State Zip
Phone Email

Deadlines Instructions

This Mission Pledge form should be completed
and sent to the moderator of Presbyterian
Women in the Presbytery (or whoever is
responsible for the Mission Pledge) no later than
November 15, 2017. Send all quarterly payments
of this pledge to the treasurer of Presbyterian
Women in the Presbytery by March 10, June 10,
September 10, and December 10, 2018.

1. Enter the pledge amount for support of Presbyterian
Women at the churchwide level (including support
for the mission of the church worldwide).

2. Enter the amount of support for Presbyterian
Women at each level, as requested by your PW in
the Presbytery and PW in the Synod.

3. Keep a copy of this form for your records and send
the original to the person indicated below.

Moderator of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery or designee

Address

City State

Zip

Phone Email




Presbyterian Women’s Mission Pledge (PW’s Annual Fund)

Y PW in the Presbytery Pledge Form

o, @

- [ 4

Lﬁ January 1, 2018—December 31, 2018

As Presbyterian Women, we make the following pledge to support the mission of Presbyterian Women in the
Presbytery, Presbyterian Women in the Synod and Presbyterian Women at the churchwide level, as well as the

mission of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery is responsible for reporting

the total amount pledged in congregations.

Name of Presbytery

Amount of Mission Pledge, PW’s Anual Fund

Please indicate below the amount pledged to PW at each level.

+ To support the mission of Presbyterian Women churchwide

+ To support the mission of Presbyterian Women in the Synod

+ To support the mission of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery

Total Mission Pledge from PW in the Congregations

Signature of the moderator of Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery (or whoever is responsible for PW giving in the Presbytery)

Address
City State Zip
Phone Email
Deadlines Quarterly Churchwide Payments
+ Keep one copy of this form for your files. Send quarterly payments of this pledge to
+ Mail this Mission Pledge form no later than Presbyterian Women Remittance Processing
December 1, 2017 to each of the following: PO Box 643652
1. Treasurer of PW in the Presbytery Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3652

2. Moderator of PW in the Synod
3. PW Business Office, 100 Witherspoon St.,
Louisville, KY 40202-1396

Quarterly churchwide payments should be mailed by March 15, June 15, September 15, and December 15,
2018 with remittance forms supplied to treasurers of PW in the Presbytery. These forms can also be
downloaded at www. presbyterianwomen.org/missionpledge.




The 2018 Mission Pledge, Presbyterian Women’s Annual Fund

) Name Amount pledged
S
(1 January $ July $
< February $ August  $ Let us work for the good of all
v March $ September $
=) _ We ask that you prayerfully
= April $ October $ consider your gift to the 2018
2 May $ November $ Mission Pledge, PW'’s annual fund.
m June $ December $
Total amount paid Treasurer’s signature
The 2018 Mission Pledge, Presbyterian Women’s Annual Fund
) Name Amount pledged
S
S January $ July $
February $ August  $ Let us work for the good of all
go March $ September $
, We ask that you prayerfully
= April $ October  $ consider your gift to the 2018
2 May $ November $ Mission Pledge, PW’s annual fund.
m June $ December $
Total amount paid Treasurer’s signature
The 2018 Mission Pledge, Presbyterian Women’s Annual Fund
)
) Name Amount pledged
S
S January $ July $
February $ August  $ Let us work for the good of all
gﬁ March $ September $
. We ask that you prayerfully
‘8 April $ October consider your gift to the 2018
y— May $ November $ Mission Pledge, PW’s annual fund.
m June $ December $

Total amount paid Treasurer’s signature
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