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he first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew invites us into the family stories that helped shape Jesus and shape us too.
The women in Jesus’ family tree have backstories that are exactly the kind of story you can imagine hearing while sitting
spellbound as a grandmother reminisces about her early life.
Matthew chose to mention a handful of women: Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.
What can they teach us? Matthew has named these women for a reason. Their stories will lead us into the Gospel, the
Good News about Jesus Christ. Having explored their stories together, we will have a richer idea about what the good news is.
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