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The U.S.–Mexico border stretches almost 2,000 miles. That 
border includes some natural barriers (rivers, dense brush, 

rocky and mountainous terrain) and roughly 700 non-contiguous 
miles of fence or wall, with 50 ports of entry/legal crossing points.  

In addition to time in Phoenix and Tucson, the USA Mis-
sion Experience went to Douglas, Arizona, and Agua Prieta, 
Mexico, to visit Frontera de Cristo’s strong and varied ministries 
with people living in and passing through the borderlands. The 
region is a microcosm of the migration realities that every state, 
and likely every community, experiences.  

What Can I Do?  
Personal Action 
Continue learning. Visit presbyterianwomen.org/usame for a 
list of book recommendations, links to organizations visited dur-
ing the USA Mission Experience and action suggestions: 

v Pray to end suffering and division regarding immigration. 
Pray for safety, well-being and opportunity for all of God’s 
children. 

v Order coffee from Café Justo (justcoffee.org), a farmer-
owned co-op that ensures living wages for coffee producers in 
Mexico and Guatemala. 

v Advocate for immigration reform. The Southern Border 
Communities Coalition (southernborder.org) promotes poli-
cies and solutions that improve the quality of life of border 
residents. In addition to creating a new border vision, they 
provide updates on proposed legislation and suggestions on 
communicating with congressional representatives.  
 

Local Action 
Find the needs in your community. Remember that individual 
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers will have their own 
unique needs and circumstances. Building relationships that 
allow their desires to be expressed will be the most helpful, and 
the relationship itself will be a blessing to everyone involved.  

v Search online with the name of your city, county or state and 
“immigrant or refugee.”  

v Ask your pastor, mission or justice committee if your congre-
gation is already working in this area. 

v Check with presbytery and/or synod leaders about existing 
programs or committees that are dealing with immigration.  

v Follow local and state news.  

The USA Mission Experience at a Glance

Synod of Alaska-Northwest 
Karri Wicka 
Puyallup, Washington 
karriwicka.pw@gmail.com 
253-380-6146 
 
Synod of Lakes and Prairies 
Kathleen Keefer  
(PW Board Vice Moderator) 
Clarinda, Iowa 
kathleenkeefer.pw@gmail.com 
712-542-0039 

Julie Miller 
Maynard, Iowa 
Jam1150@hotmail.com 
563-920-4327 

Louella Voigt 
Luverne, Minnesota 
Louvoigt@hotmail.com 
507-227-6901 
 
Synod of Lincoln Trails 
Rebecca Morales 
Dolton, Illinois 
moralesrbk@gmail.com 
773-396-260 

Synod of Living Waters 
Kendall Cox 
Greenville, Mississippi 
kendall@livingwatersfortheworld.or
g 
662-931-1737 
 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 
Adrienne Knight (PW Board 
Representative) 
Bowie, Maryland 
aoukar@verizon.net 
410-746-3010 

Peggy Sisson 
Havre De Grace, Maryland 
gsisson1012@gmail.com 
301-332-2492 
 
Synod of the Northeast 
Marianne Montero 
Bronx, New York 
montero.marianne79@gmail.com 
646-408-8043 
 
Synod of the Rocky Mountains 
Emily Lower 

Springville, Utah 
loweremily@yahoo.com 
801-979-5751 

Carolyn McBurney 
Torrington, Wyoming 
carolynmcburney@gmail.com 
480-329-8998 

Jill Baskett 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Jillbaskett@msn.com 
801-502-3065 
 
Synod of South Atlantic 
Daryl Mullee 
Gainesville, Florida 
mulleedaryl@yahoo.com 
352-246-1056 
 
Synod of the Southwest 
Chris Casanova 
Phoenix, Arizona   
cdcasa06@gmail.com 
480-203-7567 

Bonnie Thompson 
 (PW Board Search Moderator) 

Tucson, Arizona   
thompson.bonnie1@gmail.com 
520-465-5463 

Dorene (Dodie) Weiland 
Sun City West, Arizona   
dweiland1@gmail.com 
816-210-3646 
 
PW National Staff 
Cheri Harper 
Louisville, Kentucky 
cheri.harper@pcusa.org 
502-569-5402 

Sharon Dunne Gillies 
Louisville, Kentucky 
sharon.gillies@pcusa.org 
502-569-5688

The USA Mission Experience participants are ready to share what they’ve learned about faithfully responding to the realities of  
migration. Consider inviting the representative from your synod to give a presentation at your next in-person or online PW or church 
event, offer a minute for mission during worship, write for your newsletter or share what she encountered in other creative ways!   
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