
About the Thank Offering

The Thank Offering of Presbyterian Women began in 1888 through the 
vision of Eliza Clokey of Springfield, Ohio. She urged women to give one dollar 
over and above their usual contribution to mission as a “thank offering to her 
Lord.” Since then, people in the U.S. and around the world have benefitted 
from grants given through the generosity of Presbyterian Women.

Today we continue to answer Eliza’s call through support of the PW Thank 
Offering. When we come together to offer gifts across communities of faithful 
disciples, we make a much greater impact than we can as individuals.

For more information on all the 2026 Thank Offering recipients, read the Fall 
issue of Horizons magazine or go to presbyterianwomen.org/thank.
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					            Madame Mary Amonde and Chaplain Isaac Nyamori  
							           

Nyanza Area African Inland Church
Basic Needs, Simple Solutions, U.S. fiscal sponsor

GOD’S GREEN RESOURCEFUL EARTH MINISTRY:  
GROWING GARDENS, FEEDING MINDS

basicandsimple.org
$40,000

PWR26480

Ten years ago, First Presbyterian Church in Jeffersonville, Indiana, and the Nyanza Area Africa 
Inland Church formed a partnership to build a tree nursery in Kenya. Tens of thousands of 
trees have since literally sprouted, taking root in schoolyards and churchyards, urban land-
scapes and farmlands. And figuratively, church leaders have planted seeds among parishio-
ners and neighbors as they expand a ministry called God’s Green Resourceful Earth. 

In 2024, a new idea took root. Thousands of schoolchildren were going hungry. Why not feed 
them all while nurturing their love of nature and skill in gardening? A pilot program called 
“Growing Gardens, Feeding Minds” opened at Renja Primary School, feeding daily nutritious 
lunches, prepared with produce from the garden and locally sourced foods, to 650 students.

Renja’s principal, Madame Mary Amonde, pointed out that daily lunches help children to stay 
in school to learn. For children who are HIV positive, she emphasized, the food is life-saving 
medicine. Within a few months, Renja students’ well-being was documented by significant 
increases in standardized test scores. 

The Presbyterian Women’s Thank Offering grant will help this project flourish and expand. 
Through your giving you help grow gardens and feed minds, bodies and communities.
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