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Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians

By Rhonda Mawhood Lee
Suggestions for Leaders by Sarah Leer

oin Presbyterian Women and learn about Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth. This

Bible study explores the letter’s setting, divisions within the congregation, and ultimately, the
gifts given to all through the work of Christ. Readers will be fascinated by this journey to Corinth
and will explore how Paul’s timeless message of loving unity calls Christ’s followers today.
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Although First Corinthians contains familiar theology and passages
we easily recognize—Tlike the words of institution for the Lord’s
Supper and the meditation on love—readers often don’t realize that
Paul wrote this letter to a church in conflict.

Paul founded the congregation in Corinth around the year 50 and
later moved to Ephesus, a few hundred miles away. From there Paul
wrote a letter to the Corinthians trying to help settle their disputes.
He saw that the church was lacking in love, and their conflicts were
betraying God’s saving act in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The church in Corinth was diverse, and it was easy for factions to form. In his letter, Paul called
his siblings in faith to a loving unity rooted in the reality that Jesus Christ had been crucified
and resurrected for everyone. Christians throughout the ages have recognized the Holy Spirit’s
influence on Paul’s words of unity and love, especially during times of conflict.

Paul wrote at a time when Christians expected Jesus’ imminent return, and he challenged all
to be ready when that day came. Today the church is still waiting, still affirming that Jesus will
return, and still proclaiming that this world has already been transformed by God’s life-giving
love. This Bible study challenges us to trust in Christ’s saving love and to demonstrate that love
by the way we live.

[Adapted from the Introduction to United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other]
Learn more about this
Bible study by visiting -
presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study/united
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Bible study editions, supplemental resources,
and other helps* (Beginning spring 2026)

Bible study editions

e English edition; item HZN26100; $14

e Spanish edition; item HZN26110; $14

e Spanish download edition; item HZN26111; $14;
purchase and download at presbyterianwomen.org/shop

e Llarge-print edition (spiral bound, full-color interior);
item HZN26150; $20

e Ecumenical edition; item HZN26102; $14

¢ Audio edition; download only; item HZN26172; $15;
purchase and download at preshyterianwomen.org/shop

Supplemental materials

e Workshop for Leaders; item HZN26101; available as a
free download

e United Through Christ Companion DVD; Rhonda
Mawhood Lee's video introduction for each lesson of the
study, about 10 minutes per lesson; item HZN26103; $20

e United Through Christ Companion DVD download;
item HZN26104; $20; purchase and download at
presbyterianwomen.org/shop

e Pendant/charm; features art from lesson seven,
"Embrace in Unity"; item HZN26300; $10

e  Promotional flier; item HZN26411; available as a free
download

e Promotional poster; item HZN26410; free; also available
as a free download; item HZN26409

e Bulletin cover-8 2" x 11"; item HZN26105; available as
a free download

o Subscribe to Horizons and read the Anna H. Bedford Bible
Study Resource, available exclusively in the magazine,
beginning with the Summer 2026 issue.

Ordering is easy! Shop online at presbyterianwomen.org/shop
or call 800/533-4371, Monday through Friday, 10 AM to 5 PM EST.

*Note that prices do not include shipping and handling ($6.25
minimum). International orders and orders to Puerto Rico
incur additional shipping charges. Prices, availability, and
shipping charges are subject to change without notice.

Horizons isn't just a Bible study,
Horizons is a magazine!

In fact, current Horizons magazine subscribers receive the
2026-2027 PW/Horizons Bible study (and Bible study helps
beginning with the Summer 2026 issue). Subscribe by
June 1,2026, and you will, too!

Call toll-free 866/802-3635
or visit preshyterianwomen.org/horizons.
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